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CORONAVIRUS — TOURISM BUSINESS SURVIVAL GRANTS 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Tourism) [9.07 am]: I rise to inform the house about the outcome 
of the tourism business survival grants, an initiative administered by Tourism Western Australia as part of the 
McGowan government’s $14.4 million tourism recovery program. While much of the state is enjoying an intrastate 
tourism boom, many tourism businesses have sustained significant financial hardship resulting from the necessary 
COVID-19 travel restrictions. Tourism businesses in remote parts of the state, those with seasonal offerings and 
others whose experiences are highly reliant on inbound travellers continue to deal with the challenges of COVID-19. 
Grants of up to $100 000 have been allocated to 266 of the state’s tourism businesses most impacted by COVID-19 
through the tourism business survival grants initiative. This is the second initiative of the $14.4 million program, 
after one-off grants of $6 500 were made to 884 operators through the tourism recovery fund in July 2020. The 
funding that was unspent in the July 2020 grants round was repurposed to increase the available funding pool for 
the tourism business survival grants. This enabled more tourism operators to receive a share of the grant funding 
to support their recovery process, with more than $8 million allocated to tourism businesses in need. 

Tourism businesses in the state’s north have been among those most impacted given seasonality, travel distance 
from Perth, air service capacity and the impact of much-needed regional community biosecurity measures. 
One hundred and one Kimberley and Pilbara tourism businesses and 51 from WA’s coral coast region received 
funding through the tourism business survival grants. A further 64 businesses from the Perth region, 31 in the 
south west and 19 in the golden outback region also received funding support. The grants will help tourism 
operators sustain and grow their businesses in the current environment with funds supporting expenses related 
to fixed costs and overheads and staff recruitment costs, and will assist businesses to shift their focus to the 
domestic market. 

The $14.4 million dual initiative, the WA tourism recovery program, has supported a total of 974 WA tourism 
businesses to survive, adapt, mobilise and recover from the impacts of the pandemic. This equates to 70 per cent of 
all applicants to the two initiatives being successful in their application for funding. The tourism recovery program 
forms part of the McGowan government’s broader $5.5 billion WA recovery plan designed to restore business and 
consumer confidence, get people back into work and rebuild the economy. 
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